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tial rehabilitative utility of the family of offenders. Given this, any attempt to assess the utility of the family in this regard should be held in abeyance until an analysis appropriate to the scope of the issue at hand can be carried out. The degree to which the family might be involved successfully in rehabilitation simply cannot be assessed from the information currently available.
The remainder of the paper consists of three sections. The first contains a brief look at the family status of offenders and at the quality and availability of data. This is followed by a consideration of how the family might be expected to foster rehabilitation. In the concluding section, suggestions are made for future research on the role of the family in rehabilitation.
THE FAMILY STATUS OF OFFENDERS
There are many who feel that the family unit is not relevant to a majority of offenders, because the family unit is nonexistent, or because ties have been severed, or because the original family was so disorganized as to be either dysfunctional or nonfunctional.J In truth the family backgrounds of many of those who continue to be involved in crime are characterized by severe degrees of disorganization and impaired functioning. The family will be relevant to the rehabilitation of only a subset of offenders.
The Correctional Statistics Program of the National Criminal Justice Information and Statistics Service (NCJISS) collects much information of value in assessing the family status of inmates of state correctional facilities in its survey of inmates, which is fielded approximately every 5 years.
'indeed, there is a logical inconsistency in this present attempt to look at the family as a potential source of rehabilitation (or of "tertiary intervention") and those theories of crime (such as control theory or social learning theory) that implicate the family in the etiology of crime by way of the failure of primary socialization processes within the family. The inconsistency can be resolved, however, at an empirical level; for example, the template-matching technique discussed in Chapter 3 provides a mechanism for identifying those for whom rehabilitation interventions that involve the family might be most or least appropriate.nt in the control group reported that their fat 25 percent in each group reported that their mothers, had been very harsh as disciplinarians. Among the treatment group, li reported having been unemployed for a year or more, as did 16 j those in the control group.ems.
